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 Whatcom County 
Comprehensive Plan 

Update Discussion 
DATE SUBMITTED:  February 7, 2024 MEETING DATE: February 14, 2024 

TO: BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FROM:  Justin Clary, General Manager 

GENERAL MANAGER APPROVAL 
 

ATTACHED DOCUMENTS 

1. Chapter 2, Land Use, Whatcom Co. 
Comprehensive Plan 

2. Chapter 4, Capital Facilities, Whatcom 
Co. Comprehensive Plan 

3. Chapter 5, Utilities, Whatcom Co. 
Comprehensive Plan 

4. Chapter 10, Environment, Whatcom Co. 
Comprehensive Plan 

TYPE OF ACTION REQUESTED 
RESOLUTION 

 
 

FORMAL ACTION/ 
MOTION 

 

INFORMATIONAL
/OTHER 

 

 
BACKGROUND / EXPLANATION OF IMPACT 
The Growth Management Act (GMA) is a series of Washington State statutes, first 
adopted in 1990, that requires fast-growing cities and counties to develop a 
comprehensive plan to manage their population growth. The GMA is primarily codified 
under Chapter 36.70A of the Revised Code of Washington (RCW). The GMA 
establishes 13 goals (urban growth, reduce sprawl, efficient transportation, housing, 
economic development, property rights, timely permitting, enhance natural resource 
industries, enhance open space/recreation, protect the environment, public 
involvement, ensure adequate public facilities and services, and historic preservation) 
that serve as a basis for all comprehensive plans (a fourteenth goal, shoreline 
management, is added under the Shoreline Management Act). 

Based upon its population and growth rate, Whatcom County is required to fully plan 
under the GMA. The GMA requires periodic review and update of comprehensive plans 
to ensure that counties and their cities and special purpose districts are adequately 
planning in accordance with current growth projections. The current Whatcom County 
Comprehensive Plan was adopted by the County Council in 2016. An update to the 
current comprehensive plan is required by June 30, 2025. To meet this deadline, the 
County is embarking on a review and update of the comprehensive plan. Of note, this 
update will include incorporation of several planning laws recently enacted by the 
state legislature and accommodation of Whatcom County Council Resolution No. 
2022-036, which establishes additional priorities for the plan update. 

AGENDA 
BILL 

Item 6.A 
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=90.58
https://www.whatcomcounty.us/1171/Current-Comprehensive-Plan
https://www.whatcomcounty.us/1171/Current-Comprehensive-Plan
https://documents.whatcomcounty.us/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=5003229&dbid=0&repo=WC&searchid=f1ccee95-1f5f-4264-9675-8cf07a48a9a8&cr=1
https://documents.whatcomcounty.us/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=5003229&dbid=0&repo=WC&searchid=f1ccee95-1f5f-4264-9675-8cf07a48a9a8&cr=1
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